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BOOK   with willing decision. But Chamberlain was now determined to
XV'    bring the Government to action, and was not to be gainsaid.

1899. rp^ mjQitary measures and his connection with them must be
dealt with separately in the next chapter. On the political side
he had to contrive a dispatch momentous yet reticent. It must
not trumpet the final challenge but it must give forth no un-
certain sound.
IX
The Cabinet could not launch a summons which might well
precipitate hostilities before British reinforcements could reach
Natal. Yet mere mutism on the part of the British Government
after the last reply from the Transvaal would be a moral disaster.
As Chamberlain said, it was an impossible course. How then
devise a communication impressive but not peremptory?
In this dilemma Chamberlain to his credit, like Beaconsfield
before him, was not above suggestion from an able Editor.
E. T. Cook, then of the Daily News, possessed rare gifts of judg-
ment and clarity. In several articles he recommended what he
called an 'Interim' ' dispatch asserting the reason as well as
firmness of British policy but deferring definite demands and
giving Kruger another chance to reflect. The diary of the able
Editor must be quoted here:
Went to see Selborne after Cabinet Meeting [Sept. 22] to ask what
had been done. "Mr. Chamberlain", he said, "told me to give you a hint
that your despatch had been adopted. I drafted one and you drafted one,
and in some respects the Cabinet preferred yours. This is probably the
only occasion on which an editor of the Daily News has drafted a despatch
for a Conservative Government".1
The Chamberlain Papers contain no note of this incident.
There is no doubt, however, that on Friday, September 22, the
Unionist Cabinet on the Colonial Secretary's proposition agreed
that the reply to Pretoria should follow a wise newspaper article
of the same morning. Differing in phrase and arrangement from
that article, the official document was to play a part little ex-
pected. Its character must be noted well.
1 J. Saxon Mills, Sir Edward Cook, Wrongs of the Transvaal War, pp.
p. 188; and E. T. Cook, Eights and 217-225.